[Effectiveness and tolerance of digitaloid treatment in cardiac insufficiency].
Ever since digitaloids have been used in the treatment of cardiac failure, their effectiveness in cases with sinus rhythm has been controversial. Nevertheless, their inotropic effect at therapeutic concentrations has been well demonstrated in man. The haemodynamic benefit in cardiac failure is greater the more severe the condition. Recent studies have shown that the patients who respond best to digitaloid treatment are those with chronic severe heart failure with ventricular dilatation, reduction in the ejection fraction and a gallop on auscultation. In contrast, when digitaloid treatment is suspended in patients with functional class II or III ischaemic heart failure, there does not appear to be any aggravation provided diuretic and/or vasodilator treatment is continued.